In "Poetry and Ambition" you said, "Nothing is learned once that does not need learning again." There's a nice aphoristic ring to that. Could you give an example or two? Hall: I think that a writer's strengths and weaknesses show early, and usually remain strengths and weaknesses no matter how thoroughly the style alters. If we start, say, with a talent for visual description and for a foot-tapping dance-like rhythm, we retain this ability. And the same, alas, with the ways of failure. I find myself in revision having to teach myself the old saws over and over again: Attend to the verbs; cut the adjectives; don't say the same thing twice; show don't tell. I need to remember: Don't let sound drown sense. I need to remember: Don't write the same poem over again.

